Field Study:  Rock Hill High School Succession Plot
Date: Sunday May 16, 2010
Purpose Statement:  The purpose of the Succession Plot is to understand how succession will take over an area over time.
Overall description of present state of succession:  Pioneer plants are beginning to grow and small organisms are moving in.
Location 
(Address, lat./long., size/dimensions of plot)  320 Springdale Road 60ft by 60ft

Abiotic Features
Gradient (topography, undulation, elevation) There is a gentle slope.
Wind (primary direction, speed) The wind is calm and going in a northwest direction.
Soil (profile, exposed areas, aggregate content, state of compaction, erosion)   There is clay and gravel in the soil.  It is half exposed.
Rock (buried, exposed, size, type)  The rocks are semi exposed, small and gray.
Light (at ground level)  Over all the succession plot is semi shaded.
Temperature (at ground level) The temperature is 80F degrees.  
Water (standing, runoff)  There is also some standing water near by.
Biotic Features 
(name/describe species present)
Subterranean vertebrates/invertebrates  There are ants.
Surface vertebrates/invertebrates There are grasshoppers, flies, butterflies, and rolly poly’s.
Lichen/moss/algae/fungi 
Herbaceous plants (non-woody)  There are many types of grass.
Woody plants  Trees are Willow Oak, Ash Tree, and Elm.
Signs/evidence of life (features created by living things)  
Abiotic/Biotic Features of Adjacent Property- In the creek there are water bugs and minnows.  Flying around are lady bugs and dragon flies.  Trees around the adjacent property include sweet gum, road bush, willow oak and pine trees.
Analysis Contributors 
(Student names, dates)  Ashley Osborne, Alex Mai, Brooke Brabham, Hayley Boyd, James Porter, and Jesus Roman.

Field Study:  Rock Hill High School Succession Plot
Date: 5/14/10
Purpose Statement: To see what types of biotic and abiotic factors were included in the succession plot.

Overall description of present state of succession:
The area was very overgrown, collecting weeds, and sustaining life.
Location 
(Address, lat./long., size/dimensions of plot)
320 West Springdale

Abiotic Features
Gradient (topography, undulation, elevation) Different elevations
Wind (primary direction, speed) Northwest direction, regular wind speed
Soil (profile, exposed areas, aggregate content, state of compaction, erosion) Mixed content
Rock (buried, exposed, size, type) Exposed and buried smaller rocks
Light (at ground level) Shady at some areas, other areas in full sunlight
Temperature (at ground level) 88 degrees Fahrenheit
Water (standing, runoff) Runoff water located in small creek

Biotic Features 
(name/describe species present)

Subterranean vertebrates/invertebrates: Bird

Surface vertebrates/invertebrates: Grasshopper, spider, dragonfly

Lichen/moss/algae/fungi: Green moss 
Herbaceous plants (non-woody): Weeds and flowers
Woody plants: Tree
Signs/evidence of life (features created by living things): growing grass and weeds

Abiotic/Biotic Features of Adjacent Property
Water, weeds and flowers, ants, butterfly
Analysis Contributors 
(Student names, dates)

Casey Long, Andy Lavender, Brooke Black, Max

Field Study: Rock Hill High School Succession Plot

Location: 320 West Springdale Road, Rock Hill, South Carolina 29730

Data Recorded: May 14, 2010

Analysis Contributors: Gabrielle Moss, Katy Russell, Raye Templeton, Carley Newman, Sommer Barber and Josh Pascal.

Purpose Statement:


The purpose of this succession plot is to see how the effects of succession change a small part of the environment over time. Over the next few years, different types of abiotic and biotic factors will enter the succession plot as the environment changes.

Abiotic Factors Found:

 Wind: North, 5mph

Temperature (at ground level): 75 degrees Fahrenheit 


The soil was dry in the succession plot. There were sedimentary rocks found half-buried in the ground. The rock our group found was about the size of a potato. At ground level, there was low light exposure towards the plot. The area was very shady. There was no runoff water coming towards the plot.

Biotic Factors Found:


In the succession plot, there were many living organisms. Subterranean vertebrates and invertebrates found were ants, spiders and black crickets. Surface vertebrates and invertebrates found were lady beetles, soldier flies, dragonflies, and minnows. Moss, algae and grass were found in the plot. Trees surrounded the outside of the plot creating shade.

Adjacent Property:

Features of the area outside of the plot were similar to those found in the succession plot. There are grass, leaves, trees and dry soil.

